Questions & Answers:
Q1- What will counting upto twelve and keeping still help us achieve?
If we count upto twelve and keep still, it will give us some time to analyze our activities. It will allow us some moments to think about the result of our activities. People in the world are involved in wars and are also damaging the environment in order to achieve their aims. Unfortunately this particular activity is leading us towards our own destruction. So, we need to think in order to achieve peace and harmony.
 
Q2- Do you think the poet advocates total inactivity and death?
No, the poet doesn’t advocate total inactivity and death. He clarifies this in his poem that he wants all the people to just stop for a while in order to analyze their activities and their consequences. He wants that human being must not support war and damage to the environment.
 
Q3- What is the ‘sadness’ that the poet refers to in the poem?
The sadness is the result of our own actions and deeds. According to the poet we all are in a hurry of achieving various tasks in our life. This rush sometimes proves dangerous for us. As we don’t analyze our actions, so we land ourselves in a number of problems. These problems then become the reason for our sadness as referred to in the poem.
 
Q4- What symbol from Nature does the poet invoke to say that there can be life under apparent stillness?
A4- The poet takes the example of earth to prove that there can be life under apparent stillness. The earth never gets inactive. We experience the change in the seasons which bring so many different things with it. In winters, things come to a standstill as the water bodies freeze; the trees shed their leaves, etc. But as soon as the spring season comes, it brings with it the lovely flowers, flowing rivers and a new life is given to the nature. So, the poet wants to convey that we should stay calm but that doesn’t mean that it will bring total inactivity and stillness.

